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The Great Ootober Bocialist Revalution opensd the way for the manifold develop- -
ment of the creative forsos of our country. st . ) S
G260 of the first activities to embark on thia nev rced was Soviet chemical .
litorature. As early as 1917, undar conditicne of oivil var and oconordic dlsurder, -
the fire® epecialirzed _ublicking house in %he world for ciwmical literature wap ue-
ganizeds the Scilentific (komicotsohnical Publishing Houee atteched to the Seiemtitic
Teshnical ispartment of the Sapreme Council of National Ecvuomy. This vas the prad-
o0sssar  of the present Khimtekhizdat (gtato Scientific Tecinical Pudblishicg Fweo
far (henigal Literature}. Ir its firet yearu, despite sremenicus organizational
and techuiesl ditrimilties, the Khimioxhizdat vas alroady able to begin issaing
- Tumercus origioal and “rexalatod bookn cn chomistiyy and chemical vecknology, whice
satisfied to a comideredls dogree tho groatly incrossed Gemend for ohemical. text-
. books; reference works, and populsr books. The principel editor of the Ehimtekhirdat,
Prof M. A. Blokh (1882-1941), & soholex of bread erudition and great organizaticaal
abiliities, mapmged to attract highly quulified authors aud traaslators to this nost
important project. As a rescit, it vas immdiately put on & high seientific level.
in spite of isolated errors arfd faulis. :

In addition to the Khimtekhizdat, chemical literaturé is being published slso
by sach major Soviet pudbliehing houses as the Publishing Bouse of the Academy of
Sclonces of the USER (mmiogruphe and Journals), the Uchpedglz (textdooks for sscoa-

Of course, statistics vill chcw how. usny titles and Supien of books and Jour-
nnhunmasmh«vaammedtntne%ms of ths Soviet regime, We cin omly
say trat the mnder is trusondons und far sarpagees what vas puhliched In pre-
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Revoliationary Russia. Howover, let us quote heore & fow very pertinent figures.
+In 1895 the- sixth edition of. 7,5C0 coples of Tundanentals of Chemistry by D.-I.
Mondsleyev vas publiched; the next editicm, the seventh, appsared in 1903. Thus,
o0 an average, somevbat more than 1,000 copies of the Fundamantals were distr..b-
utod ammually. When tho first volwme of the ninth ediSion {5,000 copiss).of .
this classic book was published in 1927, it scld out before the appsarance of tha
seocnd volume in 1928, Textbooks printed in considerably larger oditions vore
distriduted even faster. For example, B, N. Menskutkin's textbook of ineorganic
went through four editiouns from 192% to 1933 (40,500 copies); B. V.
Relrasov's textbook -appeared in seven editions from 1935 to 1945 (125,000 copias);
end N, L. Glinka's textbook vent through thvee, editions from 2940 to 1946 (140,000
coplea). Time in 23 yoars the three most gonerally used textbooks of incrganic ;
chemistry for higher schools were printed in a quantity of over 300,000 coples.
V. B. Verkhovekiy's well-esteblished toxtbook of chemistry far eeccndary schuols
has likevige been dlstributed in many hmdreds of thousands of copies. Thsse
figures graphically demomstrate both the tremendoms scele of cutput of Soviet
chemical literatwre and the imenss demand .wrr it.

Ko lees eloquent areo the data cited im the recently published valuable bib-
llographical gnide Chemimtry in the Publications of the Academy of Sciemce of the
UsER (¥o 1). Among the publications of the Academy of Sciences during the period
fron 1728 to 1930, 2,304 works on chemistry were published; of these, 1,376

appeered in the pre-Revoluticnary peried (189 yeers.), and 928 in the firet 13
years of the Soviet regime,

A characteristic feature of sducaticnal chemical literature bsing pubdlished
in our oonntry is that vorks writtem by Soviet scholers scnsiderebly predominate
over translations and reprints. It rar be said without exsggeratior. that at the /"
present time elmoet all fundumentel chemical disciplinss are repressnted by IR
Soviet textbooks end marmals of high quelity. This appl.es espeoially to imor~ . . il
genio or gsneral chemistry. We have already mentiimed the widely-distributed.
textbooks, vritten in the Soviet period, of B. N. Msnshutkim, B. V. Nelrzaov,
apd B. I, Glinka, It is also necessary tc¢ refer to the original textbooks of
L. V. Plsarzhovekiy (the first atteapt at a systematic exposition of Inorganlc - i,
chamistry on the dasis of +he electronic theory), V. Ta. Rurbatov, A. A. Yakovkin,
t.0 roprints of D. I. Mendeloysv's Fundamentals of Chemi (four editions),
and the textdooke of I, A. Favlnkor and A, h. Reformatskiy. Along with thess::
vorin of Soviet authors, trauslations of édcme of the best foreign bBooks on .1.n-

aganto chomistry, Efraim, Rermy, Lowrey, have also bean pudlished.

The mm of textbooks op analyticsl chenistzy is less favoradleo. Hore,
for the time being, such translated works as the well-known books of Treadwell,
Esrtmen, Lohlhof, and Hillebrand o°4. reprints of N, A. Menshutkin's M_igl

(£1ve editions) occupr a prominent place. However, there are a..ao

(™3 ‘textbooks on qualitative aneliyeis (V. V. Byzov, V, I. Petrashen’,

V. X, Alokuoyev), on gravimetrio analyeis (N¥. A. Tenanayev), amd on volnmﬂc
enalysis (V.A. 8hllov), H. A.” Pmaapayev's textbook on drop analysis should be
partictlerly noted. In adiition t95 the re7issd translation of tho fundomentsl
referense vark of Iunge-Herl, severa’. vaiunable original textbooks on techaiual
apelyeis M;e appoared (P. P. Fedot'yev, D. H. Monastyrakiy, B. G. lﬂn'pov and
A. H. Dymov).

The educational litsrature or organic ohsmistry iacludes mmercus oriaim.l
handbocks (A. S. Gintberg, ¥. Ya. Dem'yanov, Tu. 8. 2al'rind, B. NW. Mmshutirin,
Ya. I. Mikhaylenko, A, Yo. Favorakiy, V. V. Chelirstsev, apd P. P. Sharygin),
alesg with Wo of 8. . Refarmatekiy': textbook and iLrenslations of severai
foreign hanibooks (Hollemsn, Tonant, epd Carrer).

Until quite recently the demand for toxtdooks on physical chemistry and
chenical thwrmodynamics was satisfied primerily by literature in trenslation
(Kggert, Alken, Taylor, Getwen and Daniels, Partington, Lawis, and Randall).
Bov we have our own textbooks c2 phyeical chomistry (V. A, Katyakovakiy, A, I.
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vy Brodskly, and A. ¥, Rekovskiyi, on thermochemisty (I. A. Keblukov), and on : _ .
*" thor branches of physical ctumstry. On physicochemical amalyels amd tme’ ¥
theory of neterogenous equilirium there erc et present very fev ariginal : :
‘booke (B. B. Rurpakov, I. A. fsblukow, A. B, Mlodzeyevikliy, and V. Yo. Gruch-
vitsky) avd tremialatious (Fixlay” avd Tamuan).

The history of chemistry does not yet occupy ite proper place in the edu-.
caticaal plauns of cur highest ¢hemical schools. Therefore, although we have
interesting, though not numercns, histories and monographs of chemical studiss
(B. B. Meushutkin,K M. A. Biokh), ve do not have at Present a aingle work giving
o systematic erposition of the courase of development of chemical lmowledge. This
@ap is partly fiiled by B. H. Mwashutkin's excellent book Chemistry and the Paths
of I3 ;m%ogz_,n_g, for populsr comeumption. The creativn of a work which would

to Lhe bDistorical develiyment of chemistry from the poimt of visw of

: AR materialistic lialactics and deusmstrate tho part played in it by the chemists

o , S of Ruseis and the USSR is an urgat problem of the day. We caunot be satiafied

i BRI AN by trapslaticas or rehashes of uxrks of forsign historiens of chemilstry, who :
stand on bovogoole-eclectic or mticmalistic poeitioms. The latter applies dar-
ticularly ¢o German warks on tho history of chemlstry, of which one might say In
the words of Peter tho First: "7ie Gormans have made a practice of filling tieir
books wit) worthless tales only thet they might appear greet”, .

Sovist literaturs on chemlual tecimology has grown so much at the present

time th:t 1t i fwpossible to cimmwerato hero oven the major works cn goparats
! . ST chomicrl producte. Therefors, ve will limit ourselvss to menticming hors tha )

I - B e vauges of tho euthors who bAve cireted groat works on chemical technology: 'D. P.0""
S R i Konovalov, L. M. iyalin, F. P. Tsdot'yov, B. M. Luk’yanov, A. ¥s. Poray-Koshits,
S EIARI S. 8. Mmetikin, 8., I. Vol’fkovich, erd L. P. Fokin. A completely new phenommen
in oar litorature io the many-v:lume genoral courso of chemical technology,: com~:
piled by a group of outhors uniir the editorship of 5.1, Volffkovich. .. 7 il

he oditions of syrposis «f the. secloated vorks of the major Soviet chemists:.. .
are a very walusnle coutributic: to owe chemical literature. They include A. H.:.
Bakh, 7. I. Vernadskiy, §, Ye. Dem'yaaov, M. A. Il'inskty, ¥, M. Kizhner. F. 5.
Farnalov, 8. V. Lebedsv, D, B. “ryanishnikev, V. Ye. Tighchenko, and A, Ye. . .=~
Favarckly. Tho same is truo o the reprinte of the worke of the classics of .. . »
Ruessia: chemistry, especlally ‘hose of D. 1. Mendeleyev, Tra ocollection of nde: .
vorks “3gan to appoer in 1934, sxd 1p to cunslist of 25 volumen. ‘Yolumes VI and . oot
VII o the warks of M. V., lomorceoy, comteining his works i physics end chemig- T Tl
try, aave also been pudlished In the Soviet poriod. P T N

lioviet periodical chemical Liserature ka3 grown no less then educatiomal' i T

end nmograph literature. Instexd of o single. chnmicel. Jouraal vhich oxisted in -~ .
pre-Favolutionary Russia, nine Jseding Jjournals on chomistry are nov pubdliched: ...
Bloc!sad Journal of t?ng.‘g_tieal Chsmistry, dournal of Colloidal Chemictry,

raal of Ceaursl Jearndl of Chemis Joprnal of Fhysical

istry, Journal of the Char/ial Tnfush Ssriny. Tovs ot ths Dipartaest of (hsioal

z008_0f tho of Bc.tnoes of tho USSR, end Advenoces in . In
a8i{t1c, there are mmercus J(XTALS on the separate tranchws of the chemicul
Jodastry, as well es tho "Frocvsdings” and "Fows" of solentific resvarch and
olucatioral chemicel institutce.

The invasicn of tho Geyrin-Feacist nsurpers inflfcted comsiderablu damage '
- on Soviet chemical literature. bany vooks, already submitted for publication
L s : 1. 7ore the beginning of the wir, either have been published only racsmtly, or
s - are Btill to de publiched. Smp Joursals, including such indiepensable onss
.8 Chemical ReYerence Journal and Chemistry in the School, were discontinued
during the war yoar), ana hav. not bson vabiiahed agein to this date. Existing
E : : Journals Santime to appeer ir smeller size end with great delay; the quality of
the papar and of ths typograriicel work is froguentle not un to stengard. AL .

o L thene Gafects, vhich cau be cipleined to a considercble oxtent by tho difficultles
\ Lo ) of the postwvar period, are tc:porary .amd will scon bo vvercame. Soviot chemicts,
L : . ) ’ -3«
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inepired by the appeal of our grest insder, I. V. Stalin, ¥
tut alao to eurpass in Lo near futurs the,achisvemnts <’:f ,m:;ya::ezﬁ
are applying all their kuowiedgo and strength o achieve this noble aiw.
Soviet chemiatry hoe entered a new pericd. Thare ie no doubt whatsvever
that Boviet chemical Literature will refloct this in a vorthy manner, and
o ¥ill surpaes the chemical litersture of forcign countries doth in qm;lity and
- ::a qwny. The guarantes of this is the incessant prsocccupation of the Party
Goverament with the development of nclencs, the gloricks traditions of
Boviet chomical literature, and the patriotiom of Soviet chemists and their ds-
votion to the great werk of Yemin apd Stalin, °

~END-
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